NEXUS
April 2021
Pastoral Reflections…“The Solution To A Grand Riddle”
My friend, Pastor Ken Wise, always starts his Easter sermons with a joke. He’s borrowed this
tradition from the Eastern Orthodox Church. They tell jokes on Easter to remind people that Jesus
got the last laugh on the devil when He rose from the grave and thwarted evil. I think telling jokes on
Easter is a fine tradition.
But in this article, I want to do something a little different. Instead of focusing on jokes, permit me to
begin by talking about riddles. See, Jesus solved the greatest riddle of all time for us. This riddle is:
how could we sinful people who were not only weak from sin but dead in sin, be saved and made
alive again to live forever in heaven? Answer: By Jesus’ Resurrection!
I want to ask another important riddle but let’s warm up with a few light ones. Here’s the first:
what four letter word can be written backwards, forwards or upside down and still can be read from
left to right. The answer: “NOON.” Here’s a second riddle: What gets more wet the more it dries?
Answer: A Towel.
So here’s the big riddle I want to test you with: “What was seen as empty but was also filled and
the visual emptiness soon filled the onlookers to overflowing?” The answer: Jesus’ tomb on Easter
morning!
Indeed Jesus’ tomb was empty. Jesus rose from the dead after He died on Calvary’s cross to take
away all of our sins. On the first Easter Sunday, He stepped out of the tomb and left it empty of His
body.
But a “professor of theology” reminded me of something else. Sometime ago Pastor Baerwolf did a
chapel for our Pre-K kids. Pastor B. was explaining that the tomb was empty on Easter when Jesus
rose from the dead. It was then one of the little girls (she’s now a professor to me) said to Pastor B.,
“But the tomb wasn’t totally empty…it was filled with Jesus’s love.” Oh indeed! This little girl is a
Doctor of Theology! The tomb was filled with God’s love because only God’s love compelled Jesus
to die for us and only God’s love was powerful enough to make Him alive again and only God’s love
is the residue on the inside of the empty tomb testifying to what God wants to do for us. Yes, yes, a
thousand times yes! It was filled with God’s love!
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Pastoral Reflections cont’d…
There’s one more part of the riddle that needs to be expressed. Those who saw the empty tomb - those with their physical eyes of as well as those who now see through the eyes of faith - - became
filled to overflowing with three incredible things: faith, future promise and best of all – - Forever!
Years ago teacher known as a “visiting teacher” visited hospitals in a large city to help the children
who were patients keep up with their schoolwork. One time this Visiting Teacher went to a particular
hospital room to tutor a boy. His regular teacher had said, “We’re studying nouns and adverbs in
English class now. I’d be grateful if you could help with his homework so he doesn’t fall too far
behind.”
It wasn’t until the visiting teacher got outside the boy’s room that she realized she was on the burn
unit. No one had prepared her to find a young boy horribly burned and in great pain. The teacher
knew she couldn’t just turn and walk out. And so she stammered awkwardly, “I’m the hospital
teacher, and your teacher sent me to help with nouns and adverbs.”
This boy was in so much pain, he barely responded. The young teacher stumbled through the
English lesson, ashamed of putting him through such a senseless exercise.
The next morning when the teacher returned, a nurse on the burn unit asked her, “What did you
do to that boy?”
Before the teacher could finish her outburst of apologies, the nurse interrupted her, “You don’t
understand. We’ve been very worried about him. But ever since you were here yesterday, his whole
attitude has changed. He’s fighting back. He’s responding to treatment. It’s as if he decided to live.
The boy later explained that he had completely given up hope until he saw the teacher. It all changed
when he came to a simple realization. With joyful tears the boy said, “They wouldn’t send a teacher
to work on nouns and adverbs with a boy who was dying, would they?”
I tell you that to tell you this as I paraphrase the boy, “God wouldn’t send His Son to die AND rise
for us if He thought we were worthless and would just abandon us. The empty tomb fills us and all
believers to overflowing with faith, future hope and FOREVER!”
It’s a good riddle that we regularly should note as well as it’s solution: What was seen as empty,
but was also filled and the visual emptiness soon filled the onlookers to overflowing?
Solution: the empty tomb on Easter, vacant of Jesus’ body, filled with love and offering faith, future
hope and FOREVER!
A blessed Easter to you and yours!!
With much love,
I am yours in Jesus,

Pastor William P. Yonker
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APRIL 2021
SUN

MON

TUE

WED

THU

01

FRI

02

EASTER
SUNDAY

6,8,10 & 11:30am
Register Online

11

05
Easter Monday

ߙ

12

8, 10 & 11:30am
Worship
REGISTER ONLINE
6-7pm HS Youth

18

19

8, 10 & 11:30am
Worship
REGISTER ONLINE

Holy Saturday
NO 5pm Worship

06

07

08

1:30pm
Sr. Bible Study

8:45am Chapel
2:00pm Early
Dismissal
5:30pm Midweek
Confirmation

9:00am Mom’s
Bible Study
7:00pm Women’s
Evening Bible Study

13

14

15

1:30pm
Sr. Bible Study
6:45 pm
Ministry Meetings

8:45am Chapel
5:30pm Midweek
Confirmation

9:00am Mom’s
Bible Study
7:00pm Women’s
Evening Bible Study

20

21

22

1:30pm
Sr. Bible Study
7:00pm Trustees

8:45am Chapel
5:30pm Midweek
Confirmation

9:00am Mom’s
Bible Study
6:30 pm MOPS
7:00pm Women’s
Evening Bible Study

Church Office
Closed

1-2pm HS Svc. Event

03
7:30am Men’s Study
10:00am AIM Class

Worship Services for
MAUNDY THURSDAY
& GOOD FRIDAY are:
10am, 5:30 & 7pm
Register Online

04

SAT

09

10
7:30am Men’s Study
10:00am AIM Class
5:00pm Worship
REGISTER ONLINE

16

17
7:30am Men’s Study
10:00am AIM Class

5:00pm
WITNESSING
ߙ SERVICE ߙ

23
12pm-Midnight
PRAYER VIGIL

24
7:30am Men’s Study
10:00am AIM Class
5:00pm Worship
REGISTER ONLINE

1:00pm Knitting Circle

25
8, 10 & 11:30am
Worship
REGISTER ONLINE

26

27

28

29

1:30pm
Sr. Bible Study

2:20pm Chapel
5:30pm Midweek
Confirmation

9:00am Mom’s
Bible Study
7:00pm Women’s
Evening Bible Study

30

6-7pm HS Youth

“Drawing all people closer to the person of Jesus Christ”
REV. WILLIAM YONKER, SENIOR PASTOR

REV. PHILLIP BAERWOLF, ASSOCIATE PASTOR
3

MEMBER UPDATES
Each month we will publish a “GOLDEN YEARS” listing of members who have reached the milestone
of 60 years of age or over. To all we say HAPPY BIRTHDAY” & thank you, with God’s help, for
keeping Immanuel alive for these many years!
Aikawa, Jennifer
4/28
Becker, Cathy
4/22
Bowers, Linda
4/13
Bruening, Michael
4/9
Christopherson, Barb 4/28
Conrad, Lea
4/22
Domeier, Sue
4/27
Ervin, Bea
4/8
Ervin, Denise
4/7

Gliesmann, Vivian
Gurnett, Jessica
Hansen, Lewellyn
Homan, Caroline
Kelly, Carl
Kittel, Rev. Charles
Kucz, Dawn
Lichthardt, Mary

4/30
4/27
4/12
4/8
4/9
4/9
4/25
4/4

Mabe, Bonnie
Mullen, Tom
Noe, Ellen
Segin, Christine
Solarte, Jaime
Wascher, Bill
West, Jan
Zelsdorf, William

4/29
4/23
4/26
4/20
4/11
4/1
4/7
4/26

CELEBRATING ANNIVERSARIES THIS MONTH…
Bowers, BarbaraJo & George
Flynn, Nancy & Terry
Goodwin, Larry & Karen
Holland, Robert & Rosemary
Hopp, Floyd & Linda
Johnson, Peter & Maris

4/7
4/27
4/22
4/18
4/1
4/9

Kittel, Rev. Charles & Sue
Knowlton, Terry & Erica
Sanchez, Armando & Jamie
Wahl, Larry & Mary
Wilson, Lyle & Pat

4/14
4/17
4/30
4/25
4/20

EASTER LILIES - Given in memory of …
Ken Laas & Bernice Rodberg - Kevin, Lindsay & Magen Laas
Leo & Betty Bartels and Millie Gribeler - Dave & Lisa Buker, Kevin, Lindsay & Magen Laas
Jeremy Faga - Chuck & Marilyn Koehlert
Gregory John Burns - Krystal Aversano
Great Grandparents Norman & Eleanor Runge – Ryan Spencer
Robert & Lucille Hare - Jessica Gurnett
Michael Elmore - Joan Elmore
Robert & Gloria Wendt, Dorothy deLacey, Bernie Grams - Cynthia Wendt
Our loved ones in heaven - The Schiltz Family
Our Parents – Ray & Ruth Elsner, Elmer & Arline Bonkoski – John & Jan Bonkoski
Nancy Scheer - Steve & Michelle Scheer and family
Mr. & Mrs. Earl Bruell, Gloria Heneise, Mr. & Mrs. Russ Buhrmann, Sheila Batt
-Don & Peg Bruell

A Thank Offering for…
Our health & that we received the vaccine – Dick & Cathy Storm
For the many blessings God has bestowed on us, especially this past year-Nancy & Matt Flynn
Thanking God for keeping myself & family safe from COVID-19 – June Fruhauff
For the blessings of our family - Chuck & Marily Koehlert
God’s continued provision & love and the gift of salvation through Jesus’ death & resurrectionDave & Lisa Buker, Kevin, Lindsay & Magen Laas
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WHERE: Immanuel Lutheran Church – East Dundee

WHEN: Thursday, April 22nd

6:30-8:00 p.m.

It’s important to keep us moms together and we are committed to you! We only have 24 live seats for our session
so register today! Event fee: $5.00 Childcare available upon reservation.
For questions and information contact Courtney Dougherty (MOPS Coordinator)
at 847-428-1010 ext. 264 or cdougherty@immanuel-ed.org
For group details and/or MOPS Membership visit https://www.mops.org/join/ Our group code: 2UHS

REGISTRATION RSVP
Name: ________________________________________________________________
Address: ________________________________________________________________________
Cell #: ____________________ Email: ________________________________________________
Children needing childcare:
Name: _______________________________________ Age: ________
________________________________________ Age: ________
Return to: Immanuel Lutheran Church 310 East Main Street

East Dundee IL 60118

Or email to: cdougherty@immanuel-ed.org

What is most important to you:
___ time to yourself ___ meeting other moms

___ being inspired

___ other (note on back)
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LEVI Comfort Dog
Boy, this has been a strange year! Last March my kids at Immanuel just disappeared! They stopped
coming to school and so did the teachers! It got pretty scary for me and my people. I couldn’t go to
the hospital with Barb or Steve anymore, and I started taking a lot of long walks outside. That part
was pretty good because lots of other people were out walking too.

My life started changing. Instead of going places and meeting people muzzle to face, I found myself
peering through windows or gazing at a computer screen. I did get to visit with some of my kids
though and that was much better!
When school started again in the fall, I was so excited! I got to come and meet my kids on the first
day! I couldn’t get too close yet, but I got to greet them from a distance. I couldn’t quite figure out why
they were wearing masks and using that stinky hand sanitizer. One of my teachers said it smelled like
tequila - whatever that is! The kids were acting weird too. They were so spread out!
I know my kids were worried about a lot of things. I use my super doggy sense to know that.
They were worried that I wouldn’t know who they were while they were wearing their masks.
In my doggy way I assured them I didn’t need to see their whole face. I know my kids, and my
kids know me! My backside wiggles and quivers with excitement when I get to be with my people.

We were really excited to have more than 50 new kids join us at Immanuel. My teachers, principal,
and Mr. Samples had to look all over for the desks and chairs we needed. I could have helped...I
have an excellent sniffer! My best memory of that time was a new student coming into the building,
seeing me, and yelling “This school has a dog! I’m staying here forever!” I puffed with pride. I’m on
the marketing team now!
Things are slowly getting back to the way I like it. I have a habit of crashing Bible Studies and
meetings. I get to go to chapel with my kids. The teachers keep them spread out and they’re still
wearing those masks. I’m used to them now. I know my kids and my kids know me.
That’s the way it is with God. I get to help share God’s love with my people. I get to remind them that
while I don’t need to see a whole face to know my people, God knows His people too. He hears their
heart and calms their fears. Sometimes He uses a dog like me to remind them of that.

This virus is awful. It’s changed our lives and turned our worlds upside down. It’s changed the way we
live, work and play. But what hasn’t changed is our God. He never changes. He’s with us every day
and carries us through every challenge. That’s good news for all of us!
My teachers are tired. They are working hard. Their eyes smile, but their feet are dragging. I’m told
that a break is coming soon. They can use one. My kids are excited for break and I think their parents
are too. I’ll miss them when they’re gone, but they’ll be back - rested and renewed.
We’ll get this year finished. We’ll finish strong. I’ll be there to help, but more than me, we have a God
who will be leading us home!
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SCHOOL NEWS
Enrolling now for PK-8th Grade! Registration for next year is ongoing! Please tell your friends
and neighbors to check out Immanuel where we offer a variety of teaching and learning
strategies along with distinguished academic and enrichment programs.
Enjoy our ILS family EXPERIENCE!
Please contact Courtney Dougherty, Director of Admissions @ 847-428-1010 Ext. 264 or
cdougherty@immanuel-ed.org. Schedule your tour today!
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Ephesians 6:18 states, "And pray in the Spirit on all occasions
with all kinds of prayers and requests. With this in mind, be alert
and always keep on praying for all the saints."
We, at Immanuel, have this opportunity to pray for others in
our congregation on Friday, April 23, for our 12 hour Prayer
Vigil. We start at noon and go until midnight. Remember all the
times Jesus went off to a quiet place to pray. We have just the
place for you. Here at Immanuel in our church for four hours.
The remaining hours we will have a virtual prayer vigil, with you
praying in your own home. (This is the same way as last fall).
Requests from our members will be available to pray for them. Remember ALL kinds of prayers
and requests. All requests may be anonymous. Prayer request cards will be in the pews.
Cards will also be available at the Prayer Corner. You may send in your requests to
immanuelprays@hotmail.com. Just fill in Prayer Vigil in the subject line. You may also phone
any requests to Nancy Flynn, 815-459-8053.
Come and pray with us on that Friday. We are hoping to have four hours where you may come into
church and pray. Watch for the notice for the hours the church will be open. If you cannot spend an
entire hour, please come for as long as you can. We will have a link to the signup sheet for the
virtual prayer vigil on the Immanuel website. The slots are for 20 minute segments.
Thank you for volunteering to spend time in prayer.

2021 Movie Premiere

KIDZ UNDER CONSTRUCTION
1st—4th GRADE OPERETTA
RED CARPET EVENT
To order tickets: Please fill out the order form and return with payment to
the school office c/o Mrs. Dougherty by April 16th
Family Name:
Premiere Selection
# of tickets

Contact Phone Number:
 Friday 5:30

 Friday 7:00

 Sat. 11:30

 Sat. 1:00

 Sat. 2:30

x 10.00 per ticket = TOTAL AMOUNT ENCLOSED FOR TICKETS =

*** Please note there is a 2 ticket limit due to safety mitigations and seating capacity ***
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Click HERE for a Registration Form or contact the church office at 847-428-4477
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Location:
Dates:
Performances:
Ages & Tuition:

Deposit:
Show Tickets:
Admittance:

Immanuel Lutheran School and Church Campus
Weekdays: June 15 – June 26
Hours: 9am-12pm (1/2 day campers)
9am-3pm (full day campers)
th
th
Friday, June 25 & Saturday, June 26 (Times & Format TBA)
1/2 Day Camp – Students entering grades PK4-2nd grade
First Child: $140
Second Child: $120
Full Day Camp – Students entering grades 3rd-8th
First Child: $225
Second Child: $205.00
A $50.00 deposit is due by April 11th. A discount of 5% can be applied to total tuition
if paid in full by April 11th. Tuition aid is available.
Tickets are $10 each
Children will be admitted by date of registration received, paid deposit and acceptance
by the ILSYT Board

Name of Parent(s): ________________________________________________________________
Name of Student: ___________________________________________ Entering Grade: ________
Sibling Name: ______________________________________________ Entering Grade: ________
Address: _________________________________________City: ____________________Zip: ___________
Phone: _______________________________Cell: _____________________________
Emergency Contact: _______________________________________________________________
Name
Phone
Email: ____________________________________________________________
T-Shirt Size: __________ Youth Small, Youth Medium, Youth Large, Adult Small, Adult Medium, Adult Large
Tuition amount for my child(ren) $____________________
Total: $ ____________________
Deposit or Payment Enclosed: $ ___________________
Please return registration and payment to Immanuel Lutheran School Office:
5 South Van Buren Street East Dundee, IL 60118
Checks should be made out to Immanuel Lutheran Summer Youth Theater
I’d like to help by: _________________________________________________________
Questions? Please call Courtney Dougherty direct: 847-428-1010 ext. 264
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Immanuel Lutheran Church
310 E. Main Street
East Dundee IL 60118
847-428-4477
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