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Let us hold fast the confession of our hope without
wavering, for He who promised is faithful.
— Hebrews 10:23
(Originally prepared for the saints of
Our Savior Lutheran Church and School in Hartland, Michigan)
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To begin, those praying may make the sign of the cross and pray together:
In the name of the Father and of the † Son and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.
We begin by hearing the Word of the Lord:
I was glad when they said to me, “Let us go to the house of the Lord!” Pray for the peace of Jerusalem!
May they be secure who love you! For my brothers and companions’ sake I will say, “Peace be within
you!” For the sake of the house of the Lord our God we will seek your good. — Psalm 122:1, 6-9
In all circumstances take up the shield of faith, with which you can extinguish all the flaming darts of
the evil one; and take the helmet of salvation, and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God,
praying at all times in the Spirit, with all prayer and supplication. To that end keep alert with all
perseverance, making supplication for all the saints, and also for me, that words may be given to me
in opening my mouth boldly to proclaim the mystery of the gospel. — Ephesians 6:16-19

This is the Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.
Let us pray:
Faithful God, whose mercies are new every morning, we humbly ask that as we come before
You in prayer, that You would grant to us peaceful hearts, quiet minds, and a diligent and
obedient spirit in order that we would be enabled to faithfully petition Your grace and fully
trust in the Gospel promise of eternal life through faith in the life, death, and resurrection of
Jesus, our Savior. Look upon the people of God here at Immanuel in this same mercy. Renew
us by Your Holy Spirit and preserve us in Your righteousness. Keep safe our going out and our
coming in, and let Your blessing remain with us as we press forward to extend Your kingdom;
through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever. Amen.
Please choose any or all of these prayers to be offered to the Lord—you may pray individually
as well—following these written prayers there are other prayer suggestions that have been
requested
For the Church
Almighty God, grant to Your Church Your Holy Spirit and the wisdom that comes down from
above, that Your Word may not be bound but have free course and be preached to the joy
and edifying of Christ’s holy people, that in steadfast faith we may serve You and, in the
confession of Your name, abide unto the end; Lord in Your mercy, hear our prayer.

For the Mission of the Church
Almighty God, You have called Your Church to witness that in Christ You have reconciled us
to Yourself. Grant that by Your Holy Spirit we may proclaim the good news of Your salvation
so that all who hear it may receive the gift of salvation; Lord in Your mercy, hear our prayer.
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Grace to receive the Word
Blessed Lord, You have caused all Holy Scriptures to be written for our learning. Grant that
we may so hear them, read, mark, learn, and inwardly digest them that, by patience and
comfort of Your holy Word, we may embrace and ever hold fast the blessed hope of
everlasting life; Lord in Your mercy, hear our prayer.
For the blessing on the Word
Lord Jesus Christ, giver and perfecter of our faith, we thank and praise You for continuing
among us the preaching of Your Gospel for our instruction and edification. Send Your blessing
upon the Word, which has been spoken to us, and by Your Holy Spirit increase our saving
knowledge of You, that day by day we may be strengthened in the divine truth and remain
steadfast in Your grace. Give us strength to fight the good fight and by faith to overcome all
the temptations of Satan, the flesh, and the world so that we may finally receive the salvation
of our souls; Lord in Your mercy, hear our prayer.
For obedience to the Word
O holy and most merciful God, You have taught us the way of Your commandments. We
implore You to pour out Your grace into our hearts. Cause it to bear fruit in us that, being ever
mindful of Your mercies and Your laws, we may always be directed to Your will and daily
increase in love toward You and one another. Enable us to resist all evil and to live a godly
life. Help us to follow the example of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ, and to walk in His steps
until we shall possess the kingdom that has been prepared for us in heaven; Lord in Your
mercy, hear our prayer.
Life as baptized child of God
Merciful Father, through Holy Baptism You called us to be Your own possession. Grant that
our lives may evidence the working of Your Holy Spirit in love, joy, peace, patience, kindness,
goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control, according to the image of Your onlybegotten Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior. Lord in Your mercy, hear our prayer.
For the Holy Spirit
Almighty God, send Your Holy Spirit into our hearts that He may rule and direct us according
to Your will, comfort us in all our temptations and afflictions, defend us from all error, and
lead us into all truth that we, being steadfast in faith, may increase in all good works and in
the end obtain everlasting life; Lord in Your mercy, hear our prayer.
For divine guidance
Almighty and ever-living God, You make us both to will and to do those things that are good
and acceptable in Your sight. Let Your fatherly hand ever guide us and Your Holy Spirit ever
be with us to direct us in the knowledge and obedience of Your Word that we may obtain
everlasting life; Lord in Your mercy, hear our prayer.
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Faith, hope, and love
Almighty God, grant us a steadfast faith in Jesus Christ, a cheerful hope in Your mercy, and a
sincere love for You and one another; Lord in Your mercy, hear our prayer.
Thanksgiving to God
Heavenly Father, God of all grace, govern our hearts that we may never forget Your blessings
but steadfastly thank and praise You for all Your goodness in this life until, with all Your saints,
we praise You eternally in Your heavenly kingdom; Lord in Your mercy, hear our prayer.
Grace to use our gifts
Lord God Almighty, even as You bless Your servants with various and unique gifts of the Holy
Spirit, continue to grant us the grace to use them always to Your honor and glory; Lord in Your
mercy, hear our prayer.
For guidance in our calling
Lord God, You have called Your servants to ventures of which we cannot see the ending, by
paths as yet untrodden, through perils unknown. Give us faith to go out with good courage,
not knowing where we go but only that Your hand is leading us and Your love supporting us;
Lord in Your mercy, hear our prayer.
Christian vocation
Almighty God, look with favor upon Your people in their calling to serve in Christ’s name. Give
them courage and patience, and strengthen them in their Christian vocation of witness to the
world and of service to others; Lord in Your mercy, hear our prayer.
Against the love of money
Almighty God, heavenly Father, You have called us to be Your children and heirs of Your
gracious promises in Christ Jesus. Grant us Your Holy Spirit that we may forsake all covetous
desires and the inordinate love of riches. Deliver us from the pursuit of passing things that
we may seek the kingdom of Your Son and trust in His righteousness and so find blessedness
and peace; Lord in Your mercy, hear our prayer.
Proper use of wealth
Almighty God, all that we possess is from Your loving hand. Give us grace that we may honor
You with all we own, always remembering the account we must one day give to Jesus Christ,
our Lord. Lord in Your mercy, hear our prayer.
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Newness of life in Christ
Almighty God, give us grace that we may cast away the works of darkness and put upon
ourselves the armor of light now in the time of this mortal life in which Your Son, Jesus Christ,
came to visit us in great humility, that in the Last Day, when He shall come again in glorious
majesty to judge both the living and the dead, we may rise to life immortal; Lord in Your
mercy, hear our prayer.
For steadfast faith
Almighty God, our heavenly Father, because of Your tender love toward us sinners You have
given us Your Son that, believing in Him, we might have everlasting life. Continue to grant us
Your Holy Spirit that we may remain steadfast in this faith to the end and finally come to life
everlasting; Lord in Your mercy, hear our prayer.
For spiritual renewal
Almighty God, You gave Your only-begotten Son to take our nature upon Himself. Grant that
we, Your adopted children by grace, may daily be renewed by Your Holy Spirit; Lord in Your
mercy, hear our prayer.
For aid against temptation
O God, You justify the ungodly and desire not the death of the sinner. Graciously assist us by
Your heavenly aid and evermore shield us with Your protection, that no temptation may
separate us from Your love in Christ Jesus, our Lord. Lord in Your mercy, hear our prayer.
For humility
O God, You resist the proud and give grace to the humble. Grant us true humility after the
likeness of Your only Son that we may never be arrogant and prideful and thus provoke Your
wrath but in all lowliness be made partakers of the gifts of Your grace; Lord in Your mercy,
hear our prayer.
For patience
O God, by the patient endurance of Your only-begotten Son You beat down the pride of the
old enemy. Help us to treasure rightly in our hearts what our Lord has borne for our sakes
that, after His example, we may bear with patience those things that are adverse to us; Lord
in Your mercy, hear our prayer.
Answer to prayer
Almighty God, You have promised to hear the petitions of those who ask in Your Son’s name.
Mercifully incline Your ears to us who have now made our prayers and supplications to You,
and grant that those things that we have faithfully asked according to Your will we may
receive to meet our need and bring glory to You; Lord in Your mercy, hear our prayer.
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Hope of eternal life in Christ
Almighty, everlasting God, Your Son has assured forgiveness of sins and deliverance from
eternal death. Strengthen us by Your Holy Spirit that our faith in Christ may increase daily and
that we may hold fast to the hope that on the Last Day we shall be raised in glory to eternal
life; Lord in Your mercy, hear our prayer.
Collect for peace
O God, from whom come all holy desires, all good counsels, and all just works, give to us, Your
servants, that peace which the world cannot give, that our hearts may be set to obey Your
commandments and also that we, being defended from the fear of our enemies, may live in
peace and quietness; Lord in Your mercy, hear our prayer.
For peace in the world
Heavenly Father, God of all concord, it is Your gracious will that Your children on earth live
together in harmony and peace. Defeat the plans of all those who would stir up violence and
strife, destroy the weapons of those who delight in war and bloodshed, and, according to
Your will, end all conflicts in the world. Teach us to examine our hearts that we may recognize
our own inclination toward envy, malice, hatred, and enmity. Help us, by Your Word and
Spirit, to search our hearts and to root out the evil that would lead to strife and discord, so
that in our lives we may be at peace with all people. Fill us with zeal for the work of Your
Church and the proclamation of the Gospel of Jesus Christ, which alone can bring that peace
which is beyond all understanding; Lord in Your mercy, hear our prayer.
In times of affliction and distress
Almighty and most merciful God, in this earthly life we endure sufferings and death before
we enter into eternal glory. Grant us grace at all times to subject ourselves to Your holy will
and to continue steadfast in the true faith to the end of our lives that we may know the peace
and joy of the blessed hope of the resurrection of the dead and of the glory of the world to
come; Lord in Your mercy, hear our prayer.
For home and family
Visit, O Lord, the homes in which Your people dwell, and keep all harm and danger far from
them. Grant that we may dwell together in peace under the protection of Your holy angels,
sharing eternally in Your blessings; Lord in Your mercy, hear our prayer.
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Other prayer requests:
• End to the COVID-19 pandemic
• For those affected by the virus
• For those who have lost loved ones due to the virus
• For those who have lost their jobs or been furloughed
• For those in nursing homes, especially those who do not understand what is happening
• Thanks for those in our church who have kept us able to worship, watching and hearing
our online services
• Thanksgiving for all teachers especially those at Immanuel who are working so hard and
striving to care for the children in their classrooms as they seek to draw them closer to Christ
• Thanks for our pastors, continued protection for them
• For our children in our day school; that they would continue to learn
• For those in our congregation who are sick
• For the virus to turn people back to God
• Finding ways to help those less fortunate in any way we can during this time
• For those health care persons who are helping those affected with the virus; prayers for
safety and health for them
• For our emergency, fire and police during this time; for protection
• For our state and national leaders as they attempt to navigate through these messy days
• For patience and trust in God, that He is in charge and watching over us
• For peace of mind for those who are worried and afraid
• For those in prisons and those concerned about their health
• For those in prison who believe, that they continue in their trust in God
• For peace among families, especially during this time of being constantly together
• Thanks for so many neighbors helping neighbors; showing care and friendship to them
• For those working in grocery stores and other occupations that continue to give us food
(truck drivers, farmers, manufacturers)
• Thanks for the technology which keeps us connected to one another
• Thanks for His Word, our Bible, which we can read and keep connected to Him
• That we are content with our situation; that we have food, clothing and shelter; that we
can be content in plenty or in need
• For researchers who are looking for a vaccine or a medicine to kill the virus
• For those in countries less able to handle this pandemic, as in Africa
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Prayer requests from the congregation…
• Dolores Stegemann and all in assisted living or nursing homes who can’t have physical
contact with loved ones.
• For the health and safety of my family and friends.
• Blessings to new granddaughter, son and his wife.
• Thanks for birthdays of Adam (10/28) and Ethan (10/30)
• Bob’s multiple myeloma treatment was successful and no cancer is detected. Praise God!
• Prayers for all jobs especially those at Sears like Peter or other struggling businesses.
• For my son, Sam
• Healing for Tina, Yannick & Janet
• Arne – healing from long term illness and multiple surgeries. Husband and father of four.
The whole family needs our prayers.
• Prayer for God’s Divine hand to rest on our country during these contentious and bitter
times and for His will to be accomplished for His glory.
• Please pray for Dawn who is in the hospital with lung issues.
• Salvation for my family members and friends.
• Prayers for our president and country – restore our nation.
• Pray for Clark that all medical issues are negative.
• Pray for George for recovery from infections.
• Our country and our world for peace and recovery from the virus.
• Our country and the upcoming election.
• For an end to the riots and looting.
• For many thanks to God for His continuous blessings.
• For healing for those with COVID
• For our nation
• For students and their struggles with remote learning. Motivation to do assignments,
peace in their hearts and calm their anxiety
• For the recently baptized Luke, Dean, Jackson, Nera & Frank
• In need of healing Bernard
• For a spiritual renewal in Christ for our country.
• For our government leaders to have a heart for God and the people.
• For Don & Pat – struggling with health issues.
• Hannah & Irene with MS.
• Barb – for health issues,
• A cure for the pandemic. Pray that our daughter finds church and a good man to love.
• End to the pandemic. For those affected by wildfires and hurricanes. Peace in our country
– that we respect others. For Judy recovering from surgery.
• For Cheryl having surgery on November 6th.
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For the church and all believers that we may show the love of Jesus to all we have the
opportunity.
For peace and unity in our country.
For the Lord to extend His healing hand and guide caregivers for all who are sick and
suffering from ill health.
Prayer of thanksgiving for all the blessings the Lord provides to us each day.
Pray for the world – for peace – to live in harmony and love each other.
For the government that they will keep in mind the welfare of those they represent.
Thankful for all the blessings He bestows on us. Thankful for Jesus who suffered so much
and loves us so much and took away our sins. Thankful for the faith that God gives us and
for the Holy Spirit who sustains us.
Please pray for our Immanuel school servants – for the health of teachers, staff, students
and their families. Please ask that the school be able to stay open. Praise God that it has
been such a blessing that our kids have been back in school.
Thank God that my husband has been able to be successful in work. Please ask that God
bless him with wisdom and discernment in his job and that He continue to bless him with
the work of his hands.
Please pray for the health of my family and friends. Please pray for the family of my friend
Shelly, who passed away on Sunday the 1st from cancer. Praise God for her faith, her life
and the blessing she was to so many.
Please remember my daughter who seems to be struggling with her faith and belief in
God; truth in the midst of the noise and lies of this world.
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Our prayers conclude:
Almighty God, whom to know is everlasting life, grant for the people of God here at Immanuel
to know Your Son, Jesus Christ, to be the way, the truth, and the life, that following Him we
may steadfastly walk in the way that leads to eternal life; through the same Jesus Christ, our
Lord. Amen.
Lord God, heavenly Father, “Amen” declares with confidence that what has been asked will
be made so. Hear our prayers and grant our requests. We offer before You this our
supplication for the well-being of Your Church. So guide and govern her by Your Holy Spirit
that all who profess themselves Christians may be led into the way of truth and hold the faith
in unity of spirit, in the bond of peace, and in righteousness of life. Send down upon the
people of God here at Immanuel a healthful spirit of Your grace that we may please You in
all things. Behold in mercy all those who hold offices of leadership among us. Supply them
with Your blessing that they may be inclined to Your will and walk according to Your
commandments. We humbly ask Your abiding presence in every situation, that You would
make known Your ways among us. Help us as we call upon You in our need that we may have
patience and strength to move forward according to Your good and gracious will; through
Christ Jesus, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God,
now and forever. Amen.
All praying may make the sign of the cross and pray together:
Before they call, I will answer; while they are yet speaking I will hear. — Isaiah 65:24
God is faithful, by whom you were called into the fellowship of his Son, Jesus Christ our
Lord. — 1 Corinthians 1:9
For by grace you have been saved, through faith. And this is not your own doing; it is the gift
of God. — Ephesians 2:8
The Lord is faithful. He will establish you and guard you against the evil one.
— 2 Thessalonians 3:3
(Jesus said): “It is the Spirit who gives life; the flesh is no help at all. The words that we have
spoken to you are spirit and life. But there are some of you who do not believe.” (For Jesus
knew from the beginning who those were who did not believe, and who it was who would
betray him.) And he said, “This is why we told you that no one can come to me unless it is
granted him by the Father.” After this many of his disciples turned back and no longer walked
with him. So Jesus said to the Twelve, “Do you want to go away as well?” Simon Peter
answered him, “Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the words of eternal life, and we have
believed, and have come to know that you are the Holy One of God.”
— John 6:63-69
This is the Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.
The grace of our † Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God the Father and the communion of
the Holy Spirit be with us and our home, now and forevermore. Amen.
Depart in peace. Amen.
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