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Welcome / Opening Hymn

“Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise” [LSB #802]

1.

Invocation

P:

Immortal, invisible, God only wise,

In light inaccessible, hid from our eyes,

Most blessed, most glorious, the Ancient of Days,
Almighty, victorious, Thy great name we praise.

Unresting, unhasting, and silent as light,

Nor wanting, nor wasting, Thou rulest in might,

Thy justice like mountains high soaring above

Thy clouds, which are fountains of goodness and love.

To all, life thou givest, to both great and small.

In all life Thou livest, the true life of all.

We blossom and flourish as leaves on the tree,
And wither and perish, but naught changeth Thee.

Great Father of glory, pure Father of light,
Thine angels adore Thee, all veiling their sight.
All laud we would render; O help us to see
‘Tis only the splendor of light that hides Thee.

In the name of the Father, and of the Son &, and of the Holy Spirit. ..

C: Amen.



Confession & Absolution

Pastor leads us in confession

Old Testament Reading - Malachi 3:13-18 [Cong. will join on selected verses]

P:

“Your words have been hard against me, says the LORrD. But you say, ‘How
have we spoken against you?’ You have said, ‘It is vain to serve God. What
is the profit of our keeping his charge or of walking as in mourning before
the LORD of hosts? And now we call the arrogant blessed. Evildoers not only
prosper but they put God to the test and they escape.””

Then those who feared the LORD spoke with one another. The LorD paid
attention and heard them, and a book of remembrance was written
before him of those who feared the LOrRD and esteemed His name.

“They shall be mine, says the LORD of hosts, in the day when | make up my
treasured possession, and | will spare them as a man spares his son who
serves him. Then once more you shall see the distinction between the
righteous and the wicked, between one who serves God and one who does
not serve Him.

Prayer of the Day

Hymn Response

“Come, Let Us Join Our Cheerful Songs” [LSB #812...vs. 1 and 4]

1. Come, let us join our cheerful songs
With angels round the throne;
Ten thousand thousand are their tongues,
But all their joys are one.

4. Let all creation join in one
To bless the sacred name
Of Him who sits upon the throne
And to adore the Lamb.



Epistle Reading ~Colossians 1:13-20

He has delivered us from the domain of darkness and transferred us
to the kingdom of His beloved ;Son, in whom we have redemption,
the forgiveness of sins.

He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation. For by
Him all things were created, in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible,
whether thrones or dominions or rulers or authorities -- all things were
created through Him and for Him. And He is before all things, and in Him
all things hold together. And He is the Head of the body, the church. He is
the beginning, the firstborn from the dead, that in everything He might be
preeminent. For in Him all the fullness of God was pleased to dwell,
and through Him to reconcile to Himself all things, whether on earth or in
heaven, making peace by the blood of His cross.

Gospel - Luke 23:27-43

... And there followed Him [Jesus] a great multitude of the people and of
women who were mourning and lamenting for Him. But turning to them
Jesus said, “Daughters of Jerusalem, do not weep for me, but weep for
yourselves  and for your children. For behold, the days are coming when
they will say, ‘Blessed are the barren and the wombs that never bore and
the breasts that never nursed!” Then they will begin to say to the
mountains, ‘Fall on us,” and to the hills, ‘Cover us.” For if they do these
things when the wood is green, what will happen when it is dry?”

Two others, who were criminals, were led away to be put to death with
Him. And when they came to the place that is called The Skull, there they
crucified Him, and the criminals, one on His right and one on His left.
And Jesus said, “Father, forgive them, for they know not what they do.”
And they cast lots to divide His garments. And the people stood by,
watching, but the rulers scoffed at Him, saying, “He saved others; let him
save himself, if he is the Christ of God, his Chosen One!” The soldiers also
mocked Him, coming up and offering Him sour wine and saying, “If you are
the King of the Jews, save yourself!” There was also an inscription over Him,
“This is the King of the Jews.”

One of the criminals who were hanged railed at Him, saying, “Are you not
the Christ? Save yourself and us!” But the other rebuked him, saying,
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“Do you not fear God, since you are under the same sentence of
condemnation? And we indeed justly, for we are receiving the due reward
of our deeds; but this man has done nothing wrong.” And he said, “Jesus,
remember me when You come into Your kingdom.” And Jesus said to him,
“Truly, | say to you, today you will be with me in paradise.”

Hymn for the Day

“The Head That Once Was Crowned with Thorns” [LSB #532...vs. 1-4 and 6] / [alt. tune: LSB #577)

1. The Head that once was crowned with thorns
Is crowned with glory now;
A royal diadem adorns
The mighty Victor's brow.

2. The highest place that heav'n affords
Is His, is His by right,
The King of kings and Lord of lords,
And heav'n's eternal Light;

3. The Joy of all who dwell above,
The Joy of all below
To whom He manifests His love
And grants His name to know.

4. Tothem the cross, with all its shame,
With all its grace, is giv'n;
Their name an everlasting name,
Their joy the joy of heav'n.

6. The cross He bore is life and health,
Though shame and death to Him:
His people's hope, His people's wealth,
Their everlasting theme.

The Message

“CHAOS AND THE CROSs!!”



Receiving the Offering / Hymn Response

“My Song Is Love Unknown” [LSB #430...vs. 1, 2 and 7]

1,

My song is love unknown My Savior’s love to me
Love to the loveless shown that they might lovely be.
Oh, who am | That for my sake

My Lord should take frail flesh and die?

He came from His blest throne Salvation to bestow:

But men made strange, and none the longed-for Christ would know.

But, oh, my friend, My friend indeed,
Who at my need His life did spend!

Here might | stay and sing, No story so divine!

Never was love, dear King, Never was grief like Thine.
This is my friend, In whose sweet praise

| all my days could gladly spend!

Prayers of the Church

Apostles’ Creed

C:

| believe in God, the Father Aimighty,
Maker of heaven and earth.

And in Jesus Christ His only Son our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary,

suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried.
He descended into hell. The third day He rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father Aimighty.

From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.

And | believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian church,
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body and the life everlasting. Amen.

Lord’s Prayer

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom
come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our
daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who
trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation,

(continues)



but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power
and the glory forever and ever. Amen..

Benediction / Closing Hymn

“‘How Great Thou Art” [LSB #801...vs. 1, 3 and 4]

1. O Lord my God, when | in awesome wonder
Consider all the works Thy hand hath made,
| see the stars, | hear the rolling thunder,
Thy power throughout the universe displayed;

Chorus: Then sings my soul, my Savior God, to Thee,
How great Thou art! How great Thou art!
Then sings my soul, my Savior God, to Thee,
How great Thou art! How great Thou art!

3. But when | think that God, His Son not sparing,
Sent Him to die, | scarce can take it in,
That on the cross, my burden gladly bearing,
He bled and died to take away my sin.

Chorus: Then sings my soul, my Savior God, to Thee,
How great Thou art! How great Thou art!
Then sings my soul, my Savior God, to Thee,
How great Thou art! How great Thou art!

- (organ interlude / please rise for 4th verse) -

4. When Christ shall come with shout of acclamation
And take me home, what joy shall fill my heart!
Then | shall bow in humble adoration
And there proclaim: “My God, how great Thou art!”  chorus
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